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NEWSLETTER

THE USA DRONE PORT EXHIBITS AT THE PARIS AIR SHOW.  THE 
FIRST DRONE PORT IN HISTORY TO EXHIBIT AT THE LONGEST 

RUNNING AND LARGEST AIR SHOW IN THE WORLD

The UAS 1st CON was held by the USA 
Drone Port in March. United States Secre-
tary of Transportation, Elaine L. Chao, was 
the Keynote speaker along with United 
States Congressman Hal Rogers and Gover-
nor Matt Bevin of Kentucky.  Over 450 par-
ticipants took part throughout the five day 
conference and training event. Instructors, 
attendees and Exhibitors from 14 states at-
tended.  (USA Drone Port - 01-03)

XPONENTIAL proved to be another wonder-
ful learning experience.  We certified that 
trends we were seeing were actually taking 
place and the directions of focus the indus-
try currenly has.  The USA Drone Port was 
also included in the DronePort  Seminar: 
Unlocking the Xponential Potential for Your 
Community.

(USA Drone Port - 03)

We are continuing to help train our Work-
force.  The UCM and Embry-Riddle forge 
alliances and HCTC begins a Unmanned 
Systems Technology Associate Degree pro-
gram.

(USA Drone Port - 04)

We are excited about our customers and the 
USA Drone Port facility.  We have new cus-
tomers coming to the drone port who will 
be testing swarm technology and Artificial 
Intellegence.  We are excited to welcome 
them as new Drone Port members .
(USA Drone Port - 10)

Testing, training, research, conferences,   
and much, much more are in the plans 
for the rest of 2019 and 2020.  We hope to 
have a few announcements that will assist 
growth.

(USA Drone Port - 10-13)

Representatives from the USA Drone Port, 
traveled to four countries in Europe to meet 
with their potential customers, partners and 
fellow exhibitors.  The USA Drone Port was 
introduced to the EU DronePort and met 
with a drone manufacturer in Ireland.

(USA Drone Port - 06-09)

UAS 1ST CON

WHAT’S NEXT WORKFORCE TEST, TRAIN, R&D

www.usadroneport.com

AUVSI XPONENTIAL PARIS AIR SHOW
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UAS 1ST CON

We are very appreciative of Secretary Chao for 
being our Keynote Speaker at the UAS 1st CON.  
We were honored to introduce her to our guests 
and to hear her encourging words for the UAS in-
dustry.  Thank you for being here!

United States 
Secretary of Transportation

Elaine L. Chao
Congressman Rogers is a strong leader with 
many accomplishments in our region and across 
our nation.  We were proud to have Congressman 
Rogers speak at UAS 1st CON and share his vision 
of the future with us.  Thank you!

United States 
Congressman

Hal Rogers

Governor Bevin is a strong supporter of the Aero-
space industry in Kentucky.  The Governor spoke 
about his vision to attract and help companies 
grow in the Bluegrass State.  His speech was in-
spirational.  Thank you Governor!

Commonwealth of Kentucky
Governor

Matt Bevin

2020 UAS 1st CON registration will 
open soon.  Visit us on Facebook at 
facebook.com/usadroneport
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AMAZING SPEAKERS

Our amazing speakers in-
cluded: Dr. Randall Nichols, 
author of “Umanned Air-
craft Systems in the Cy-
ber Domain,” Joel Coulter, 
President of Mobile Sci-
ences Consortium, LLC and 
Advisor of Agile Fractal Grid 
Alliance, and Barry Moore, 
Former SWAT team officer 
and one of the first offic-
ers to employ drones in law 
enforcement.

Spring 2019 has proven to be a busy, forward-moving year thus 
far. Starting on January 7th, a group began working on the UAS 
1st CON. In a matter of three months we were able to garner 
national attention, provide training for First Responders, and in-
troduce the United States Secretary of Transportation, Elaine L. 
Chao. Kentucky Governor, Matt Bevin, and  United States Con-
gressman, Harold Rogers to our guests and illustrate the hard 
work we have applied over the past three years.

The USA Drone Port is among the first Drone Ports in the world 
and has continued to grow with a substantial amount of grit and 
determination.  Occuring in a location that is excited and accept-
ing of the new, unmanned robotics era, the UAS 1st CON hosted 
nearly 450 guests from over 14 states across the nation. We had 
more than 20 exhibitors and special guest speakers from states 

from Kansas, Texas, Florida, and Virginia, just to mention a few. Our guest speakers were among some 
of the best in the industry to speak on their specific topics. We are fortunate and thankful for their at-
tendance and the wonderful information they provided our guests.

I would also like to thank our sponsors. Sponsors of the UAS 1st CON are listed at the end this news-
letter, but I want to thank Community Trust Bank and Kentucky River Properties specifically for their 
donations.   Our friends were not mentioned either in the brochure or at the conference and I wanted 
to be sure to thank them for their wonderful donations and continued support of the USA Drone Port

We have included our 
friends at Community 
Trust Bank in this issue 
of our newsletter.  They 
were  a paid sponsor, 
but they were not in the 
brochure at the confer-
ence.  We are grate-
ful for all of our spon-
sors and your support! 
Thank you for under-
standing.
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THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS

Community Trust 
Bank, Kentucky Riv-
er Properties, Perry 
County Fiscal Court, 
Hazard Community 
and Technical College, 
(ARH) Appalachian 
Regional Healthcare 
hospitals, Perry Coun-
ty Tourism, Whitaker 
Bank, People’s Bank, 
the City of Hazard, 
and Friends of Coal. 
We greatly appreci-

ate your help and all 
your support. I would 
also like to thank the 
wonderful volunteers. 
We had dozens of 
people who dedicated 
hundreds of hours to 
the preparation and 
execution of the first 
convention. These 
are amazing friends 
within our commu-
nity and within the 
industry who see the 

vision that is becom-
ing reality in front of 
us.  Plans are under-
way for our 2020 UAS 
1st CON. If you would 
like to be a sponsor or 
exhibit at our confer-
ence next year, please 
feel free to call us an-
ytime. We are excited 
to work with you, help 
you present and have 
a wonderful exhibit at 
our convention.

We had an amazing group 
of exhibitors this year as 
well. These exhibitors 
included the University 
Center of the Mountains, 
SRI Private Investigation 
and Forensic Reconstruc-
tion, Fly High USA, Amier-
Sky Inc.,  American Drone 
Services,  Unmanned 
Publishing Incorporated, 
Dell Computers, AMVi-
sion, University of Ken-
tucky, Abandoned Mine 
Lands, Precision Capture, 
Mobile Sciences Consor-
tium, Kentucky Aerospace 
Industry Consortium, 
Hazard Community and 
Technical College, Air-
ship Technologies Group, 
Hybrid Air Transport Inc., 
Challenger Learning Cent-
er, Viper Robotics, Col-
labraSpace, and AEgis 

Technologies.

AUVSI was a wonder-
ful opportunity for us to 
gauge the changes over 
the past 24 months in the 
UAS industry. Many things 
have changed including 
the presence of counter-
drone companies, large 
drones being developed 
for concentrated industri-
al, civil, public, military and 
governmental use, and 
the growth of Drone Ports 
across the United States. 

I would like to thank Sally 
Troxell for inviting me to 
speak at AUVSI about our 
efforts at the USA Drone 
Port. It was a great op-
portunity to meet other 
people who have been or 
are facing similar chal-

lenges and are kindly of-
fering their time to help 
their regions grow in the 
UAS industry. We made 
many great connections 
and were able to visit with 
companies and speak 
about the uses of the USA 
Drone Port. AUVSI was 
also a great opportunity to 
solidify relationships with 
companies with whom 
we are currently work-
ing. Many of them were 
at AUVSI and we had the 
opportunity to speak with 
them and continue plan-
ning for operations at the 
Drone Port. We introduced 
companies we are working 
with to potential partners 
for future engagement as 
well.  We hope this helps 
our friends meet potential 
customers and clients.  
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Creating
a Workforce

We are continuing to help train our Workforce.  Hazard Com-
munity and Technical College, began the Unmanned Systems 
Technology (UST) programs this year. The classes started with 
great success and we hope to see them expand as we grow.  

Seven students received their Remote Drone        
Pilot Certificate at commencement a few weeks 
ago.  

The Workforce Solutions at HCTC has been offering classes for 
the past two years as well. There have been 98 licensed pilots 
trained through the efforts of HCTC and the USA Drone port 
and thousands who have attended training or have attended 
our workshops, presentations and seminars. We are excited 
about our efforts to help create a working relationship with the 
University Center of the Mountains (UCM) and Embry-Riddle 
Worldwide University. The University Center of the Moun-
tains is located at Hazard Community and Technical College 
and currently has nine four-year college / university partners. 
The UCM has helped a multitude of people from the region to 
earn bachelor’s, master’s, and even doctorate degrees without 
leaving home. This partnership between the University Cent-
er of the Mountains and Embry-Riddle Aeronautic University 
will allow our citizens to obtain a UAS Engineering degree and 
hopefully apply those skills with our growing businesses at the 
USA Drone Port.
 
If you are interested in signing up for those classes, even if you 
are not a Kentuckian, you can register with NO OUT OF STATE 
TUITION and the classes are all offered ONLINE. You can get 
your degree and certificates from home.  Please feel free to 
contact HCTC and the UCM at any time for more information.  
If you would like to partner with the USA Drone Port or our af-
filiates, please contact us.  We are excited to speak with you.

Preparing for Europe
When we returned from Chicago we immediately began 
planning for our trip to Europe. We have had many con-
tacts with our partners from Europe and this was a great 
opportunity to meet with them and to create relation-
ships with new partners too.  Our friends will be able to 
utilize the USA Drone Port as a launching platform to of-
fer their services and equipment to the USA Market.
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COMMUNITY MATTERS
The USA Drone Port is located in an 
amazing place.  We are excited about 
the unmanned robotics era. We are 
training our workforce, we have as-
sets for all drone companies.  Our 
region includes airports, runways, 
hangers, colleges and universities,  
low cost of living, high-speed inter-
net, local, state and federal support, 
office space, and a friendly location 
to live, work and raise a family!

GET THE MOST FOR YOUR INVESTMENT
Airspace - over 60 mile radius of uncontrolled G airspace sur-
rounds the USA drone port

Flight Campus - runway, builder space, tools, equipment, 
machines, and to a NEW indoor flight facility (coming soon)

Research Weather Lab - test your equipment, batteries, 
drones, etc. in a climate-controlled environment, with wind, rain, 
and thermal control (Coming Soon)

Four Seasons - Kentucky has four seasons that support a va-
riety of flying training conditions

Topography - all terrains are in one location - flat and open 
land, mountain ranges, trees, lakes, and rivers.

Experience - combined, our team has DECADES of unmanned 
flights, education development, and business experience, includ-
ing manned pilots, former military drone pilots, business owners 
and much more.

Real estate available - there are miles of real estate availa-
ble surrounding the USA drone Port, adjacent properties include 
in industrial robotics Park.

GREAT INCENTIVES

Research and development

Training and education

Fabrication

Testing

Best prototyping

Consulting

Low-density population

IP protection

Ask about our state, region-
al, and local incentives to lo-
cate at the USA Drone Port 

WHY? USA DRONE PORT
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PARIS AIR SHOW
We had just finished teaching all day for fire 
fighters at the State Fire School, in Lexington 
Kentucky and headed to the airport for our

international flight.  We flew from Cincinnati 
Airport to Heathrow Airport in London.  We 
arrived at our hotel well after midnight Lon-
don time.and we were exhausted!

Tuesday, Deronda, Donna, and I were admit-
ted entrance to the House of Commons in 
Parliament on Monday. We had an oppor-
tunity to speak with a staff member about 
drone security and the Gatwick Airport drone 
incident. We mentioned our thoughts about 
data and Intelligence as a part of prevention 
and they shared common concerns with us.

an hour north of Paris. We rented a car and drove 
from Gare Du Nord to Aaronville.  The Paris air 
show was located a few minutes north of Paris 
and this gave us reasonable access to the air 
show.  We had dinner with Voncel Thacker, his 
wife Kathy, former Lt. Governor, Dr. Daniel Mon-
giardo, his wife Allie, their children and friends.  
We had a great meal and many laughs. We also 
had the opportunity to talk about the upcoming 
Paris Air Show, our objectives, our timeline, and 
what we hoped to accomplish. 

Thursday, we had to leave London very early 
and take the fast train to Paris. It was expensive 
for three rooms in the city, so we went with Air 
B&B and stayed in a small village 

AIRBNB HOUSE IN AARONVILLE FRANCE.  A COTTAGE 
AWAY FROM THE CITY HUSTLE OF PARIS.

Aarronville is a beauful little town on the edge of a federal park.  The 
gated homes and the wonderful old churches are welcoming, quiet 
and amazingly neat and clean.  Our house was about an hour north-
east of Paris and about 40 miles from the Paris Air Show.  This little 
place was a tranquil, relaxing place to wind down and prepare for the 
long day ahead.  Aarronville was a nice retreat.

The Paris air show is the largest and oldest in 
the world. It is an understatement to say that 
it is a massive conference. There were at least 
six convention halls that were full of amazing 
displays, and an airport that was packed with 
airplanes from around the world, including mili-
tary and civilian aircraft. You would hear jets 
overhead almost continuously. You could walk 
out and see jets, helicopters and drones from 
many different countries. Although drones 
were not the featured aircraft of the air show, 
almost every manufacturer was either working 
with, working on or had plans to be involved in 
drones. We talked to every drone company that 
either did not have a presence in the United 
States and we selected companies that had

We left for the airport at 3:30 AM and flew to 
Shannon, Ireland, at 7 a.m. Wednesday on a day 
trip to meet with a drone manufacturer.  The 
company has a well-constructed, larger drone 
that has been purchased by one military and 
demonstrated to many others.  They have re-
cently completed a jet version of this aircraft 
as well.  They allowed me to use their simula-
tor and fly their aircraft.  It was very similar to 
the autopilot that we have used on our winged 
aircraft that are built at the Drone Port.  We are 
now speaking with them about how we can 
take to help them locate at the USA Drone Port 
and have a presence in the United States. The 
meeting went well, and the gentlemen were 
very kind and hospitable.
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USA DRONE PORT BOOTH 
WITH OUR KENTUCKY 
PARTNERS

Dinner with 
Friends in Paris

Our booth was part of a larger exhibit that in-
cluded One East Kentucky representatives from 
the Commonwealth of Kentucky. We had mem-
bers of the Economic Development Cabinet, the 
Kentucky Aerospace Consortium, Ragant Tech-
nologies, Cincinnati Airport, Touchstone Energy, 
and several other companies. I believe we made 
a great showing and that the air show was an 
amazing success for Kentucky and for the USA 
Drone Port. At a minimum, we met people who 
will be able to open doors and help network with 
people we would not otherwise have had the 
opportunity to have met. We were also advised 
on organizations, government agencies, and 
people who can be of great assistance to the 
USA Drone Port in international relations and 
trade. We made some amazing contacts with 
companies that are established and nearly every 
drone company at the Paris Air Show.  They are 
very interested in what we are doing.

sales in our country but did not have training locations in the 
United States. Of these, we found nineteen to introduce our-
selves to. We found several others that we had not associated 
with drones initially as we viewed the exhibits. A couple of those 
turned out to be possible options for the USA Drone Port. 

Our team worked at an astounding pace with long hours.  With 
the exception of three days, we generally only had five hours of 
sleep per night. We were on task from the time we awoke un-
til we were able to rest. I greatly appreciate Donna Roark, Chief 
Information Officer at Hazard Community and Technical College 
and our USA Drone Port Board of Directors’ Secretary, and 

Dr. Deronda Mobelini, Executive Director of the University Center 
of the Mountains, and HCTC Academic Dean, also a board mem-
ber and Treasurer of the USA Drone Port. They represented our 
region, our state, our country (as the only drone port represented 
at the conference) and the Drone Port in a very informed and 
amazing way. Please thank them when you have the opportunity, 
for the hard work they have put into this growing organization.

Friday night in Paris was 
amazing.  We met several 
friends, who were traveling 
in Europe, for dinner near 
the Arc de Triomphe.  It was 
nice to visit in such a beau-
tiful place and enjoy our 
first evening in Paris with 
friends as we prepared for 
the Paris Air Show.  Voncel, 
Deronda, Donna and I are 
members of the USA Drone 
Port, but the conversations 
were more about travel and 
adventure & the upcoming 
week of activities.
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THE EU DRONEPORT IN BEGIUM

We visited Mark at the EU 
Droneport outside of Brus-
sels. He was an exceptional 
host and presented every 
portion of the European Un-
ion Droneport to us. He is, 
without a doubt, directing 
one of the first and one of the 
more impressive Drone Ports 
in the world.  Nearly every 
aspect of the Drone Port in 
Belgium represents what 
we have envisioned for the 
past three years for the USA 
Drone Port. I must say, how-
ever, that Mark’s vision of the 

EU Droneport was amazingly 
detailed. Everything from the 
ergonomics, the offerings, 
the ability to attract busi-
ness like AMAZON (testing 
there), and his amazing abil-
ity to work with government 
entities to establish a Drone 
Port by the EU for the coun-
tries in the European Union 
to use for testing, research, 
developtent, training, incuba-
tor space, recreation, manned 
and unmanned flights, and 
an unrestricted area of flight. 
They are able to fly beyond 

visual line-of-sight, up to 
6,000 feet, use swarm tech-
nology, fly at night, fly over 
people, and the town they are 
located in has agreed to allow 
them to fly over their houses 
and buildings for testing in 
that area. This allowed them 
the opportunity to build such 
an amazing facility and to be 
able to do testing that is not 
being done anywhere else in 
the world to this extent, to my 
knowledge. 

Mark has invited us to bring 
representatives back to the 
EU DronePort, to learn from 
him how he was able to get 
the funding and the project 
finished; the EU Droneport 
has only been built for one 
year and they have over one 
half of the rooms, that are 
available for rent, already oc-
cupied. They are housing sixty 
planes in their hangers, using 
older hangers as indoor test-
ing facilities, and they have 
several large companies that 
are making payments for the 
use of the facilities. One of 
these companies is Amazon. 
They also have a membership 
that allows people to fly and 
utilize the Droneport.  Mark 

shared information about the 
prices they are charging for 
each of their offerings at the 
location.  

The EU Droneport even 
has a restaurant with a 
chef on the lower level 

where people can watch air-
planes and drones take off 
and land. They have monitors 
that show the schedules of 
when airplanes or drones take 
off and when launch areas 
and runways will be used. The 
bottom floor, which houses 
the “Cuisine” is glass, so you 
can view most areas of the 
Droneport while you eat an 
amazing meal, have a glass 

of wine, talk with your friends, 
family, co-workers, and enjoy 
the aviation activity outside; 
Mark has wisely built-in tour-
ism-related activities with the 
Droneport design. 

They have a wired area at-
tached to the building that lit-
erally blends into the design. 
They are placing a miniature, 
scaled drawing on the floor 
of the indoor netted area that 
will represent flight above 
the actual Droneport area to 
help train customers how to 
fly and  use visual recognnitin 
when flying Beyond visual line 
of sight.   I appreciate Mark for 
taking the time to spend -
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5000 Ft Runway, Control 
Tower, Drone Operation Ar-
eas, 9 Full time staff.

Waivers to test in a six mile 
radius of the DronePort.  
6000 ft ceiling, BVLOS .......

Cuisine with a chef and 
AMAZING food.  EU Drone-
Port is over half occupied!

with us and so graciously show us the Dro-
neport and his operations. I look forward to 
seeing him again in person soon.

Last Day in Brussells

We had time to relax for a little while on the 
last day (Saturday). We were in Brussels and 
took advantage of the chocolates, waffles, 
and made a trip to Waterloo. It was a nice, 
relaxing day after a very long and productive 
two weeks of drone meetings and travel. We 
greatly appreciate the opportunity to have 
traveled to the Paris Air Show to represent 
our community, our region, our state, and 
our nation as the first United States Drone 
Port to exhibit. There will be more attend-
ing in the future, but we made world history 
being the first represented at the world’s 
largest and longest Air Show. Thank you to 
our board, community and state for being 
leaders and seeing the vision that we have 
worked toward for three years now.
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TESTING, TRAINING & CLIENTS | WHATS NEXT?

WHAT IS NEXT?

We still have a busy year ahead of us. The month of July includes working with our 
customers at the USA Drone Port site to practice, teach and learn swarm technology. 
We are also testing multiple prototypes that we hope will be used in several applica-
tions in the upcoming months. We are grateful for our national and international cus-
tomers that are and will be, utilizing the USA Drone Port as their base of operation for 
testing, research development and training.

One question that we often had at the Paris Air Show and during our time in Europe 
was: “Why would the USA Drone Port be a good location to establish our businesses?”   
We have a document with over twenty answers to that question. One of the best an-
swers w is our location in Eastern Ken-
tucky with a sixty-mile radius of G air-
space. We are also located in the center 
of 80% of the United States population 
and are less than a day’s Drive to Chica-
go, Atlanta, Washington DC, Columbus, 
Ohio, Nashville, Tennessee, and many 
other locations. On top of that, we also 
have a workforce that has been training 
for nearly three years in preparation for 
our customers and hopefully our future 
neighbors to hire whenever they begin 
to establish their foothold in the center 
of America.

We also believe our working relationships with multiple universities, state 
agencies, and good relations with many of our great leaders in the United 
States can help our customers and partners grow quickly and become 
established businesses at the USA Drone Port.
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USA DRONE PORT WORKING IN OTHER STATES

CONSULTATION, DEVELOPMENT, TESTING, SOLU-
TIONS FOR YOUR REGION

The USA Drone Port is currently working with organizations in several states.  We 
are excited about working with a location in a state hundreds of miles away, on a 
project that can be beneficial to the medical field. We are glad they contacted us to 
utilize our services to create a location in their region for drone needs that they are 
facing today. 

The USA drone Port can offer our professional services, ranging from contacts in the 
nation’s capital, communications with the agencies, attorneys who will understand 
and help with the needs of unmanned robotics, and the professional staff who would 
be hard to match anywhere. If you are interested in our services, please contact us 
today.  We will be happy to work with your team to help create  a USA Drone Port 
presence in your region.
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TRAINING, TRAINING AND CONFERENCE TIME
We have had a very busy year and it is only half begun!  We have several opportu-
nities this year still remaining.  We are looking forward to our friends from home 
and abroad, working with us at the USA Drone Port this year!  Stay Tuned.

In August there will be a 
search and rescue com-
ponent at our annual fire 
school. It is a 16-hour course 
and offers credit for profes-
sional development through 
the State Fire Commission. 
This is an opportunity to get 
several of your hours re-
quired each year and learn 
about drones and how they 
will play a larger part in fire-
fighting, law enforcement, 
and search and rescue as this 
industry continues to expand 
exponentially.

In October we will be working 
with law enforcement offic-
ers and how to utilize drones 
in a multitude of fashions 
that will benefit those of-
ficers. We will have profes-
sionals teaching them how 
to utilize drones in a hostage 
situation, with forensics for 
an accident or a crime scene, 
and much more. This will 
take place in October and 
has limited seating available, 
so please sign up soon if you 
wish to be part of this year’s 
class.

In April of next year, we will 
be hosting the second annual 
UAS 1st CON as we men-
tioned earlier in this newslet-
ter. This is an opportunity to 
sign up as a sponsor, as an 
exhibitor, or as an attendee 
at a discounted rate as well. 
If you wish to speak or repre-
sent your company in any re-
gard at the UAS 1st CON, we 
recommend that you contact 
us early. Space will be limited, 
and premium space will go 
quickly.

10% 10%10%90% 90% 90%

GRIT INTEGRITY VISION

We are currently working on a counter-
drone symposium on the 10th of De-
cember.  We hope to work concurrently 
with the EU as we hold our first inter-
national conference.  We are working 
on details, and will have those available 

soon.  We are also working on the con-
ference in April.  Now is a great time to 
sign up for next year and if you would 
like to help with the conference, please 
let us know.  We certainly appreciate the 
help!
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We hope you enjoyed our newsletter.  Please feel free to share it with your 
friends and collegues.  We hope to work with each of you in the near future.  
Please contact us and help spread the word about the USA Drone Port!

THE KENTUCKY BLOCK AT THE PARIS AIR SHOW
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2019 SPONSORS UAS 1ST CON

www.usadroneport.com



Research, Development, Training..

ADDRESS:
141 Newland St. Hazard, KY United states  

 
PHONE: +1 859-334-0117

www.facebook.com/usadroneport
www.twitter.com/usadroneport

www.usadroneport.com

www.usadroneport.com
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